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Lent: A New Normal   
 

Our life, or new life in Christ 
 
Recently I was asked, “Why does Easter move anyway?”  
 
I knew I had learned this at one time, but I also knew I did not remember.   
 
Other than knowing it had something to do with the moon, I could not articulate my answer.  
 
We know the date for Christmas, Valentine’s Day, and St. Patrick ’s Day—but Easter, well that one moves. 
 
Here is the short answer: 
 
Easter falls on the first Sunday after the first full moon on or after the vernal equinox, unless the full moon falls 
on a Sunday, then it is delayed a week. 
 
Is your head hurting yet? 
 
The vernal equinox is the Spring Equinox- March 21.  
 
March 22 is the earliest Easter can occur on any given year, and April 25 is the latest. 
 
You may be wondering, as I did, just how this formula got put into place. 
 
Easter and Passover 
Easter was once determined by the date of Passover. 
 
Jesus celebrated Passover with his disciples.  
Passover celebrates how the Israelites, when slaves in Egypt, were protected by the blood of the lamb across their 
doorways, as death passed over them during the plague.  Because of the blood of the lamb they were protected and 
liberated.  God saved them and brought them to freedom through the sea.   
 
That Passover meal became the Last Supper where Jesus instituted the sacrament Holy Communion.  
 
Here in this meal Jesus shared the new covenant offering forgiveness, love, and grace.  In the New Covenant Jesus 
shared a four part blessing—he took the bread, blessed it, broke it, and gave it to his disciples.   
 
His life was taken, blessed, broken, and given so that we would have new life in this new covenant, forgiven, and 
made new.   

Continued on the next page 

 

CENTENNIEL 



Continued from the previous page 

Jesus became the Paschal Lamb, whose blood would protect us, free us, and lead us to new life.   
 

On that night Jesus was betrayed and the next day he was crucified and on the third day he rose again. 
 

In this way, Easter is connected theologically to Passover.  
 

A Little History 
But the date became no longer dependent upon Passover at the Council of Nicaea.  
 

This was the first ecumenical gathering of the Christian Church where the church uniformly came together to 
agree upon doctrine which is articulated in the Nicaean Creed. 
 

At this meeting the Church also argued over the reliability of dating mechanisms and chose to no longer use the 
Jewish Calendar  to determine Easter.  Instead they began to calculate the date using the Julian Calendar whereby 
the date would be calculated using the date from spring equinox so that Easter would be the first Sunday          
following the full moon after the spring equinox.   
  
The Church continued this practice calculating Easter with the Julian Calendar until the 1500’s when the church 
realized that their reliance on this calendar was causing them to incorrectly date the spring equinox (the spring   
equinox is the one day in spring when there is exactly 12 hours of sunlight and 12 hours of darkness).  
 

The Julian calendar assumes the year is exactly 365.25 days long. Unfortunately, the actual solar year is slightly 
shorter (it is 365.242199 days to be exact). Although the difference appears minor, it can add up over the         
centuries. In fact, every 129 years, the Julian calendar slipped one additional day out of synchronization with the 
actual solar year. 
 

So if the date for Easter was off- then Lent, Ash Wednesday, Pentecost would so be off. 
 

To correct this, Pope Gregory XIII, issued a papal bull in 1582 that resulted in several calendar revisions, the 
most important being the creation of the Gregorian calendar. i   
  

The Western Church decided to use a Gregorian Calendar system, while the Easter Orthodox continued to use a 
Julian Calendar.   So the date for Easter, for the Roman Catholic Church and Protestant Church continues to be 
set using this calculation, while the Eastern Orthodox Church continues to use the Julian Calendar. 
 

Who is Easter Really About? 
However the Church has begun to talk about creating a set date for Easter.  The Archbishop of Canterbury has 
said that it would help schools and families to arrange terms and holidays. ii  

 

________________________ 
iThe new Gregorian calendar had an extra day in those years that were divisible by 4 (just like the old Julian      
calendar), but unlike the Julian calendar, it did not add an additional day in years that were divisible by 100, 
unless the year was also divisible by 400. Thus, under the Gregorian calendar, the years 1700, 1800 and 1900 
were not leap years, but the years 1600 and 2000 were leap years. 
• To make up for the errors in the old Julian calendar, ten days were omitted from the new Gregorian calendar. 
Thus, Thursday, 4 October 1582 in the old Julian calendar was immediately followed by Friday, 15 October 1582 
in the new Gregorian calendar. 
 
iihttp://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/world/the-times/churches-unite-to-seek-a-fixed-date-for-easter/news-
story/504f1ebef5b5678cd6302fd637f61cd0  
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Having a set date certainly would help us arrange our schedules and plan our lives.  And I’m definitely glad that 
the spring break in Chesterfield County falls the week after Easter this year, rather than the week of Holy Week, 
so that families can worship through the week at church on Palm Sunday, Holy Thursday, Good Friday, and 
Easter.   
 

Yet, something in me finds the fact that Easter moves a good thing.   
 

The purpose of Lent is for us to refocus and stop putting ourselves first, to repent and believe the Gospel         
remembering that we are dust and it is Christ who give us life—new life!   
 

Moving Easter for our convenience, seems to me to be contrary to the reason for Lent.  
Perhaps when Easter messes up our schedules, it is a good thing.   
We have to repent and reorient ourselves.  
 

Every year, we have to ask ourselves, “When is Easter?”  And perhaps that may become the start of our Lenten 
practice? Have our habits and spiritual disciplines become old, worn, rote even?  
 

When is Easter and how can we reorient our lives to be in line with the meaning of Easter, rather than 
move Easter be in line with our desires.   

 

Jesus Christ comes and makes everything new!  
 

When the date of Easter changes each year—we have to shift and be made new.   
 

Nothing stays the same, except for the steadfast love of God.   
We drift away filing our lives with our plans and our purposes.   
We create our life, and in so doing we forget how Christ gave His life for us. 
 

Easter this year is on March 27, and the 40 days leading to this day begin Lent.  
 

On February 9, I hope to see you for Shrove Tuesday as we begin putting Christ first 
in our schedule and plans and walking with our Savior first in our schedule.  
 

The next day, February 10 is Ash Wednesday, we will place the ashes burnt from last Palm Sunday’s palms as the 
sign of the cross on our heads, humbling ourselves, remembering who we are- from ashes we came and from ashes 
will we return, and knowing that when we repent and believe the Gospel we have new life.  We will offer a      
Children’s Ash Wednesday Service at 6:00 pm and a Traditional Ash Wednesday Service at 7:30 pm so that     
people of all ages are able to experience and understand the power of this humbling service.  
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The Bishop’s Convocation on Prayer will be 

held Saturday, March 5, at Trinity UMC,     

903 Forest Ave., Richmond. Theme is 

"Deepening Discipleship: Piety and Mercy 

through Prayer." Plenary speaker will be Dr.   

Frederick Schmidt, Reuben P. Job, Associate 

Professor of Spiritual Formation at           

Garrett-Evangelical Theological Seminary in 

Evanston, Ill.  Registration information is   

available on the Virginia Conference website 

https://www.signup4.net/public/ap.aspx?

EID=BISH12E&TID=HL3Ysq8ttPWWeYTD1

r9joA%3d%3d 

Bishop’s Convocation  
on Prayer 

The First Sunday of Lent is February 14 and we will begin our Lenten Series “A New Normal.”  We begin our 
“New Normal” series recommitting ourselves and renewing our covenant in line with the New Covenant Jesus 
offers.   
 

February 14 is also Valentine’s Day!   
Could your relationship use a new normal-- a revival of the heart- a recommitment and renewal?  Following the 
11:00am worship service we will offer an opportunity for couples to Renew the Covenant of their Marriage. 
We will have extended childcare on this day and we invite all couples, whether you have been marred 40 years 
or 4 years to not only recommit your lives to Christ in this worship service, but also recommit to the covenant 
of your marriage.   

 

Christ has come with a New Covenant, New Wineskins, New Birth, New Commandment, a New Understanding, 
a New Kingdom, and New Life!    
 

I pray that throughout this Lent we will all take the opportunity to develop a New Normal in Christ Jesus our  
Savior!   
 

In God’s Love, Grace, and Peace 

Pastor Beth  
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Photos from the 60th Anniversary Wednesday Night Revivals 
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January 6, 2016 Wednesday Night Revival 
with Rev. Rita A. Callis 

January 13, 2016 Wednesday Night Revival 
with Rev. Richard B. Faris 
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January 20, 2016 Wednesday Night Revival 
with Rev. Jan Prentace Commander 

Photos from the 60th Anniversary Wednesday Night Revivals 

January 27, 2016 Wednesday Night Revival 
with Rev. Doug D. Gestwick 
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Earn. Save. Give. - BHUMC 2015 Stewardship Success 

BHUMC, 

CONGRATS – We Did IT!!!!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Thank you to everyone who contributed in helping to reach our Stewardship goals in 2015.  As a result of your    
giving of your time, money and talent, we were able to fully fund our apportionments for a third consecutive year, 
give beyond our expected portion, surpass our pledge commitment amounts, reach a new gifts received pinnacle and 
most importantly help fund the ability to share God’s word in our community and throughout the world….THANK 
YOU. 
 
Look for a new graph to track our progress for 2016 and let’s keep the momentum and love for giving and sharing 
going.  We are off to a great stewardship start to 2016 and we ask that we all commit again to earning, giving and 
saving all we can for this year to share all God has given us and will continue to give. 
 
If you have returned your pledge card for 2016 – thank you and please prayerfully commit to consistency of giving to 
meet your pledge for 2016.  For those that have not returned their 2016 commitment cards or have not historically 
participate in the pledge process – IT’S NOT TOO LATE or JUST GIVE IT A TRY; we need you, every bit counts.  
It feels great to share what we have earned and received and it does a world of good for God. 
 
Thanks you to all and In God’s Grace,  
 
Your stewardship committee, 
 
Dave Steinbraker, Dorothy Mooney, Ann McNinch, Charles Woodward and Bill Talley V 

Stewardship 



United Methodist Women 

As a reminder, all women of the church are members of the UMW and we certainly want to invite you to 
become active members during 2016.  We have many wonderful projects that we enjoy fun and fellowship 
as we work together to help children, youth and women in our church, community and the world. 
 

You have already heard that we changed our meeting schedule for 2016 in hopes that we can make it easier 
for you to attend the meetings.  There will be no meetings in January and February and we will start      
meeting again in March for our famous Charter Night dinner and silent auction.  The date for the meeting 
is March 21st, 6:30PM.  Mark your calendar now.  This will be a fundraiser for GraceInside and the cost of 
the dinner will be $10.00 per person.  We will start taking reservations March 1st.  Every member of the 
church is invited! 
 

We are so excited about our speaker for the March meeting.   Rev. Lynn Litchfield, the Communications 
and Development Director for GraceInside  will be joining us and sharing her work and that of       
GraceInside.  Every day men and women in Virginia's state prisons are encountering the person of Jesus 
Christ through the chaplains who serve GraceInside.   A group of us attended the UMW Advent Retreat in 
December and heard Rev. Litchfield speak.  I can personally guarantee that you will never forget the       
message she will deliver and the work of the chaplains who each day try to "save lives from the inside out". 
 There are 30,000 men and women incarcerated in Virginia today, the vast majority of those individuals and 
prisons are located in our James River District.  Come and join us for an evening you will not soon forget.   
 

ALERT:  This year, we will be making health kits to take to Annual Conference, June 17th in Roanoke. 
These health kits are delivered in the United States and around the world, wherever they are needed. Please 
watch the Sunday bulletins starting in February to see how you can help make these kits by your donations 
of small items.  Together we can accomplish so much. 
 

REMINDER:  Start saving your yard sale items for our upcoming yard sale April 23rd in the Fellowship 
Hall.  We will be accepting items on Friday, April 22nd.  Remember, only spring and summer items - no 
winter items or TV sets. Our yard sales are the talk of the community, so bring all your "discarded treasures" 
for others to purchase.  We have a reputation to uphold.   
 

Thank you again for all you do to support the United Methodist Women and our many projects.   It is only 
through your help that we can be successful as we all work together for God's children. 
 

-Doris Morefield, UMW President 

 

February 2016  Bermuda Hundred United Methodist Church 

The next meeting of the United Methodist Men will be Tuesday, February 16 at 6:30 pm at the River's 
Bend Grill in the Rivers Bend Shopping Center. We’re looking for a few good men. A President, VP, 
Secretary, Treasurer, and Chaplain. If you or someone you know would be interested in a leadership   
position with the UMM, contact me. In this new year, let’s commit to BE ALL IN and Dream of what 
can be and what should be, and leave the negative behind.  

-Charles Woodard. 
 

The United Methodist Men (“UMM”) meet at 6:30 pm on the third Tuesday of each month at the 
River’s Bend Grill in the River’s Bend Shopping Center.  

United Methodist Men 



 

 

 Bermuda Hundred United Methodist Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2 Blake Garrett, Del Snyder 

4 Jeff Mathis 

5  Margaret Reynolds, Allison Beaudoin 

8 Mindy Wilts, Mary Rickman 

9 Matthew Coker 

10 Tina Morris 

16 Judy Clark, Darren Woodell 

17 Lindsay Phillips 

20 Sidney Harrison 

24 Wilma Stubblefield 

27 Willie Mae Taylor 

29 Dewey Hearst 

February 2016 

Technology Fund 

Edna Sherrill is heading up the effort to upgrade our sound system. These improvements 
will allow all of us to hear the words and music better in our church areas. It will also    
allow personal hearing devices for anyone needing them. You’ll hear more about this in 
the future, but consider a donation to the Technology Fund to support this effort. 
- Charles Woodard 
 

Thank you for your generosity in giving towards the Technology Fund. So far $565 has 
been donated  to upgrade our sound system. 

 

President’s Day 
Monday, February 15 

Have a Happy President’s Day! 
(Please note that the church office will be open on President’s Day) 
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February 9, 2016 

1pm at Peggy Proper’s 

We will continue to meet with Sojourners in the Grundy Parlor 
during Sunday School to finish the study                              

"Dare to Dream."  Once that is complete, we will continue our 
study of "The Story" in the Fellowship Hall during                 

Sunday School.  Please join us!   

Shrove Tuesday 
Pancake Supper 

Tuesday, February 9 
5-7 pm 

 

 

February Meetings & Small Groups  

 Join us for a Wednesday Morning Prayer Service every Wednesday at 7:00 am 

 SPRC meets on Monday, February 1 at 6:00 pm in the Grundy Parlor 

 Keenagers meet on Wednesday, February 3 at 12:00 pm at the Sapori restaurant in the Chester Village Green 

 The Prayer Shawl Ministry meets at 1:00 pm on Tuesday, February 9 at Peggy Proper’s house 

 Join us for the Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper from 5-7 pm on February 9 

 A Bereavement Group will met at 10:30 am on Tuesday, February 16 and 23 in Grundy Parlor 

 Finance Committee will meet Tuesday, February 16 at 6:30 pm in the Grundy Parlor 

 Church Council will meet Tuesday, February 16 at 7:30 pm in the Grundy Parlor 

 The Gladys Toom small group meets on Wednesday,  February 3, 10 and 24 at 2:00 pm in the Grundy Parlor 

 The UMM meets at 6:30 pm on Tuesday, February 16 at the Rivers Bend Grill 

 Join us for a Lenten luncheon and devotion at noon on Wednesdays during Lent (February 17—March 23) 

 The Worship Team meets Thursday, February 18 at 6:30 pm in the Grundy Parlor  

 The choir will practice at 7:30 pm on Thursday, February 18 

 Confirmation class meets on Sunday, February 21 at 2:00 pm at Bethia UMC 

 Worship Service at the Crossings at Ironbridge on Thursday, February 25 at 2:00 pm 

 The Children & Youth Ministry volunteers will meet at 1:00 pm on Sunday, February 28 at Glenn’s house 

February Youth Calendar: 

February 12-14 Youth Retreat at Blackstone  /  February 21 & 28  - Youth meeting 6-8pm 

Volunteers are needed weekly for the Youth dinner (10-20 people for meals) and for the Youth activity 

Just Coffee 



SERVANT 

FEBRUARY 7 

Communion 

Sunday 

 

FEBRUARY 14 

 

  FEBRUARY 21 

Boy Scout 

Sunday 

 

FEBRUARY 28 

 

8:30 am 

Usher/ 

Greeters 

Marc & Mindy 

Wilts 

The Mooney  

Family 
Deborah Shelton Bob Collie 

11:00 am 

Usher/ 

Greeters 

Ann & Owens  

McNinch 

 

Margaret Reynolds 

& Martha  

Meadows 

Boy  & Cub 
Scouts 

Youth 

Acolytes 
Matthew Coker 

& Dylan Craddock 

Jordan Mathis  

& Ethan Snyder 

Tyler Woodell  

& Savannah 
Talley 

 

Juli Mathis &  

Drew Coker 

 

Lay  

Readers 

11am Melissa 

Anderson  

 

11am Tyler 

Craddock 

  

 

11am Boy Scouts 

  

11am Tina Morris 

 

Children’s 

Church  

 

 Rhonda Hamlin 
Sherry Strosnider  

& Stacie Snyder 

Bill Talley V & 

James & Danielle 
Yancey 

Melissa Anderson 

Nursery 

8:30 am Debbie 
Winn 

9:45 am TBA 

11:00 am  

Pat Crawley 

  

8:30 am TBA 

9:45 am TBA 

11:00 am  TBA 

8:30 am TBA 

9:45 am TBA 

11:00 am  TBA 

 

8:30 am TBA 

9:45 am TBA 

11:00 am  TBA 

  

UMYF 

Meals  

(Sundays 

at 6:00pm) 

No UMYF 

 
No UMYF Meeting 

at 6pm 

UMYF Retreat  

At Blackstone 

  

Volunteer: TBA 

Dinner: The 
Talley V Family 

Volunteers: Richard 
& Lilly Enz 

Dinner: TBA 

Altar Guild for February:  Nancy Byrd & Debbie Winn & Pat Crawley  

2/7/16 11am Communion Servers:  TBA 

Counting Team for February:  Bob & Edna Sherrill  & Mary Simmons 
 

If you cannot serve on your assigned Sunday, please call your contact as soon as possible: 

 8:30 AM Ushers/Greeters:  Mindy Wilts at 586-7195  

11:00 AM Ushers/Greeters:  Sandy Forbes at 530-2055 

Acolytes:  Meredith Steinbraker at 896-0364 

Altar Guild:  Nancy Byrd at 530-5319  

February 2016 Sunday Servants   


